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The President’'s Message

Our February meeting had the usual large turnout.

| am making it a practice, prior to each meeting to
contact my NY information sources on pension
matters and legislation so that | may update our
membership with the latest and most accurate info.
We were fortunate to have Eugene Loewy, the NY
10-13 President, and also head of the New York 10-
13 Association of America as a guest speaker. He
updated us on the latest legislation and is a mosiccurate source since he is a
regular visitor to Albany.

Gene stated that we should forget about VSF legiglan for everyone and any
other bills that cost money. He spoke at length alub the merger of GHI and HIP
which is opposed by the city administration and may organizations. Approval
by the state could mean increased costs and decreddenefits for subscribers.

Because of a “means test” those with higher incomdgve paid higher premiums
for Medicare Part B. NY State retirees have had thta additional amount
refunded because of an interpretation of the law byheir legal counsel. NY City
has decided to do the same, and the latest informah (obtained by contacting
212-306-5213) is that checks will be mailed out frebruary.

Some individuals have received notices that they kia been denied payment
because they didn’t file 2 forms. | would apprecia¢ hearing from anyone who
received a check!

Police Chief Jerry Blough was a special guest and ade an excellent
presentation. It was gratifying to hear from membes that they have received as
much as three years back part B Reimbursement forhieir spouses based on
information they got at our meetings. So keep attating and in addition to
socializing and great food, you may hear somethintiat is vital to your future or
perhaps to your beneficiary.

We have received the latest official audit report o our pensions and VSF funds.
We will be reporting on the latest info at our nextmeeting.

10-13



Telephone numbers to keep handy

Louis Weiser.......... President 954-71897
Michael Borrelli ...... Vice President  954-574683
Warren Ostrofsky.....Secretary 954-357%
Frank J. Orefice....... Treasurer 954-9373
Thomas Puglisi........ Sgt. at-Arms 954-341-40
William Farrell........ Director 954-752-5386
William Gallagher....Director 954-90%16
Dennis Lydting........ Director 954-97883
Steven Moses.......... Director 954-341-63
Frank Tooley.......... Director 954-972-898
Rabbi J.S. Kaplan.....Chaplain 954-3080
Father G. Andersen...Chaplain 954-3632
Dr. John Halpern...... Surgeon 954-553510
Joseph Scimeca....... Honor Guard 954-340-79
Paul Barasch.........Advertising 954-803-9810
D.E.A. 1-212-587-9120
PBA NY Office 1-2-233-5531

Toll free
PBA Broward Satellite office
LBA/CEA
Social Security
Empire Blue Cross of New York

N.Y.P.D. ID Card Section 1-646368000

NYC Heath Line 0eB521-9574
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BY KATHLEEN LUCADAMO
DAILY NEWS CITY HALL BUREAU Mayor Bloomberg's bare-bones budget for next year will slash
the city work force by 23,000 and drastically incre  ase its
sales tax, officials revealed Thursday.

The plan hinges on the shaky prospect of help from the

federal and state governments and from stubborn uni ons.
The mayor will introduce his executive budget today ; it also
calls for cuts in big-ticket construction projects and for city

employees to cough up cash for health care, accordi ng to
those briefed on the plan.

Homeowners will lose their $400 rebates - but won't be hit
with new property taxes, a proposal City Council me mbers
had vowed to block.

Although Bloomberg would not hike income taxes, he is
pushing for a $900 million increase in the city's s ales tax,
officials said. The proposal would raise the sales tax to 8.75%
from 8.375%, officials said. "It's not a good-news budget,"
said City Councilman David Weprin , who chairs the Finance
Committee.

Bloomberg's scaled-back plan plugs a $4billion defi cit, but
officials warned that the work force will shrink fu rther if the
state and feds don't approve reforms to city pensio ns,
emplovee health care contributions and Medicai d relief.

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn and Mayor Mich  ael Bloomberg .

. "In order to close this deficit without destroyin g the core services New Yorkers rely on, the mayor will need help from all
of our partners, from the municipal unions to the | eadership in both the state and nation's capitol,” said Deputy Mayor Ed
Skyler. "We all will have to do our part to getthr ~ ough these tough times," he said.

Bloomberg proposes to reduce the city head count by approximately 23,000, a feat he plans to achieve t hrough layoffs
and attrition. Among those on the chopping block wi Il be roughly 15,000 teachers and other educators, a move United
Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingartenw  arned "would be devastating" to schools.

The budget also includes another 3,000 job cuts tha  t Bloomberg announced last year, including eliminat ing this month's
Police Academy class and firing 500 Housing Authori ty workers. The Council has until July 1 to approve his fiscal
blueprint, which is likely to change dramatically i f Albany comes through with school funds or the eco nomy takes another
nosedive. Gov. Paterson's budget shaves $770 millio  n from city schools.

The city staved off a deeper budget gap for next ye  ar because Bloomberg and the Council in
November raised property taxes 7% and trimmed $1.5 billion f  rom all agencies. Even with those
measures, the deficit hovered at $1.3 billion and s welled in recent months because of dwindling tax
revenue. Bloomberg's doomsday budget comes as Contr oller William Thompson released a report
Thursday that shows the city lost 65,000 jobs between October and December.

Thompson also found sales tax collections had dropp ed 5.1% in the last quarter of 2008, Manhattan
office vacancies rose to 8% and the average market  value of one-family homes in the city fell 6.8%.
The bleeding s not likely to stop.

The Independent Budget Office  pegs the city budget hole over the next 2-1/2 year s at $11.3 billion.



Will Sheriff Lamberti weigh in on county commission
seat?

John Halpern, a Republican who lost to Broward Coun ty Commissioner Stacy Ritter in
2006, says he will seek an appointment by Gov. Char lie Crist to her seat if she leaves the
position for a job in Washington D.C.

Ritter, President Barack Obama's campaign chairwoma  n in Broward, has interviewed for a
job with the administration. She has also been dogg ed by media reports questioning her
votes while in the state Legislature for bills push ed for by a firm represented by her
lobbyist husband Russ Klenet.

Halpern has never held elected office or been a maj  or player in politics, but he says he has
someone important in his corner: Republican Sheriff Al Lamberti. Halpern says Lamberti
told him he would endorse his bid for an appointmen t.

Halpern, a doctor who was a medical officer for the U.S. Navy, knows Lamberti from the 10-
13 Club, a group of retired law enforcement profess ionals from New York. They've also
crossed paths in Republican circles, according to H alpern.

But Lamberti said he isn't endorsing anyone for the appointment, which he said would be
premature. "Nobody knows that Mayor Ritter is going anywhere,” he said. It would be
surprising if Lamberti starts making endorsements i n political races because he ran on a
nonpartisan platform and said he had no interest in getting involved in the political arena.

But the sheriff could use an ally on the nine-membe r all Democratic county commission.
Most of the commissioners endorsed Lamberti’'s Democ ratic opponent Scott Israel last year
and commissioners and Lamberti could battle later t his year about budget cuts.

Posted by Amy Sherman on January 27, 2009 in Barack Obama , Broward Politics , Charlie Crist | Permalink



The Patrolmen's Benevolent Association honored 32 o fficers and
four sergeants last week at the annual Finest of th e Finest awards at
the Water Club in Manhattan

By: Lisa Colangelo — Wednesday, January 28th, 2008 New York Daily News’

Many of those selected for the awards were honorefdr handling dangerous situations with armed
assailants, while one was remembered for sacrifiainhis life for his country. Others were commended
for saving a sick toddler or helping out a lonelyailing World War Il veteran. "Of all the recognitio n
our members receive, these mean the most to themgdause they have been judged by their peers -
other police officers," PBA President Patrick Lynch said.

Police Officer Deon Taylor of Transit District 3 received a posthumous award. Taylor, a sergeant in
the Army National Guard, was killed by a roadside lmmb in Afghanistan. Police Officer Patrick
Plunkett, who is assigned toPublic Service Area (PSA) Four was honored for stopping a bank
robbery attempt in Queens. Plunkett, who was off-dty at the time, saw the man pull out a gun and
pass a note to a teller. He struggled with the mato get the gun out of his hand. The weapon, which
appeared to be a .38-caliber handgun, turned out tbe fake.

Police Officers John Francis and Robert Oles ofitkeligence unitbased at City Hall were
recognized for coming to the aid of a 13-month-{oéby who had suffered a seizure. And
Police Officer Susan Porcello of the 68th Precimtt Brooklyn received a special
humanitarian award for making sure a war hero teimd up in Potter's Field. Porcello met
Gaspar Musso, an 84-year-old World War |l Maringevan, during an ambulance call to his
home last year. Musso told her he had no familfriends. Porcello oversaw his placement
In a nursing home visited him and made sure he Wwatmme during the holidays. When
Musso died, she helped arrange for a funeral amdhma buried next to his mother at
Resurrection Cemetery in Staten Island.

Other honorees included:

Manhattan North - Police Officers Richard Pengeland Delwyn Davis of the 32nd Precinct; Police
Officer James O'Hara of the 33d Precinct Brooklyn North - Police Officer Ernest Kenner of the 73rd
Precinct; Police Officer Anthony Cordero of Emergency Service Unit Eight. Brooklyn South - Pate
Officer Benjamin White of Brooklyn South Narcotics; Police Officers Daniel [@rby, Julio Rodriguez
and Tsering Yougyal of the 76th Precinct; Police Officer Devin Long of the 6th Precinct. Queens
North - Police Officers Anthony Scavettaand Jason Hernandezof the 108th Precinct. Queens South -
Police Officers Edward Moore, Douglas Rome and Chstopher Dallesandroof the 101st Precinct;
Police Officer Charles Steigerand Sergeant Kenneth Russaf the 106th Precinct. Bronx - Police
Officers Robert Regnier, Humberto Moralesand Joseph Stynes and Sgt. Angel Torresf the Patrol
Borough Bronx anti-crime unit; Police Officers Socates Soto, Abraham Villavizar and Luis
Rodriguez of the Bronx auto larceny unit. Staten Island - Police Cficer Joel Sixx of the 120th
Precinct. Transit - Police Officers Vincent Ozaetaand Jose Tosadaand Sgt. Lorenzo Molinaro of
Transit District 34.



Bloomberg Budget Plan Calls for Benefits Cuts

By DAVID W. CHEN - Saturday, January 31st, 2009 ‘Tke New York Times’

Ever since he stormed to re-election in 2005 withugprising union support, Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg has enjoyed unusually warm relations withorganized labor, negotiating contracts that
critics have called overly generous.

On Friday, though, Mr. Bloomberg began to push in he other direction, if gently, declaring in his
budget address that if the city’s pension and hedit benefits systems were not reformed, “we’ll
fundamentally bankrupt big municipalities like us.”

Mr. Bloomberg proposed that city employees begin pang 10 percent of their health care premiums;
many now contribute nothing. And he said ruefully hat he would no longer give out the kinds of
raises that unions have become accustomed to ovletpast several years.

Over all, Mr. Bloomberg is proposing a $58.8 billim budget for the 2010 fiscal year, which begins Jyl
1. That is a decrease from the current budget of $61 billion, due mainly to a steep drop in tax
collections.

He also proposed reducing the police force by 1,0Gffficers, bringing the size of the force down to
34,700, 5,000 fewer than when Mr. Bloomberg took fate in 2002. “Am | happy with the budget? No,”
said Police Commissioner Raymond W. Kelly, who atteled the budget address, which was held in the
Blue Room in City Hall. “But this is the hand we hae been dealt.”

Fewer Cops And Firefighters

By: Elizabeth Benjamin — Saturday, January 31st, 209 ‘The New York Daily News’ "Daily Politics"

In his FY2010 budget proposal, Mayor Bloomberg is mviding details of the latest round of agency
"gap closing actions" he ordered in December that @ expected to save the city close to $1 billion.
They include:

- Reducing of the NYPD uniform headcount by 1,000-$48.9 million).

- Elimination of companies in dual-company fire hoses or axing the fifth firefighter on 64 engines (-
$17 million.

A Common Bond, A Common Cause



A real Beautiful Evening

On January 18" we held our annual dinner/dance and installation bofficers. Having attended this function for the mst 28
years, | can only say that it is going to be verydrd to surpass this one. Accolades have been goiapund the internet,
praising Tom Puglisi and his wife Pat for the excetonal job they did in preparing this event. We hadeverything needed
for a successful evening two tables fill of lawyeysvith chief justice Victor Tobin, who also instaled our Board of Directors,
Sheriff Al Lamberti, who installed both the president and vice president, the pipe and drum core whiclbrought tears to
your eyes, Margate chief Jerry Blough and three pants from the SURVIVORS OF THE SHIELD, What other

dignitaries can anyone ask for?

Lou Weiser Parents of Survivors of the shield
Sheriff Al Lamberti Michael Borrelli Herman—Gadell--Venditti
Sheriff Al Lamberti




SHERIFF LAMBERTI WITH OUR RETIREES AT THEIR BEST
Honor guard and Pipe & Drum



Broward 1013 Booster List
LIFE MEMBERS

Frank Arena, Marty Alma, Neil Bales, Philip Baslice Michael J. Borrelli, Robert D. Brown, Anthony
Burgos, Barney Cohen, Edward A. Conroy, Nicholas Q#er, James A. Cox, Timothy Danaher, Johan
A. Darraugh, Edward Del Prete, Hank Desatnick, Phip DiGenaro Sr., Jack Drescher, Beatrice
Farrell, Charles Fazio, Stephen Fedoris, Roger Flym Leonard C. Fruman, Bill Gallagher, Donald F.
Galvin, Sam Gelber, Jonathan Greenberg, Jack Greetsin, Edward F. gross, Barnett Guthartz,
James F. Hannon, Frank Hoare, Edward A. Hopke, Rolr¢ Izzo, Charles Jacobi, Quentin Jacobs, Lois
Kadin, Larry Karlin, Tom Kennedy, Timothy Kilcullen , Richard Knight, Martin Kuperman, Joseph
W. Landers, Richard Lapp, Tom McAndrews, George Mtancy, Patrick Mc Govern, Tom
Montemarano, George Mullins, Sheldon R Molden, Woorbw Most, Nicholas Nuzzi, Frank J. Orefice,
Simon Orenstein, Nicholas Palazzo, Vincent PeppardThomas Puglisi, Ben Pulice, Benjamin
Randazzo, James Rigney, William C. Rode, Robert Rers, Mel Rosenblum, Emma Rothblatt, Daniel
Santalucia, Ludwig Schilling, Frederick Schultheis,James E. Scott, Bill Studenmaier, James Sullivan,
Frank Tooley, James Wade, Louis Weiser, Edward, Wlttall.

Yearly Members

Sidney Blumenfeld, Frank Boccio, Vincent Gallucci,Robert F. Jacilla, Frederick Obarski, Mark
Orefice, Robert Rogers, Louis Schlifstein, Ed Trimioli, Herman Warnke.

NYPD Marijuana Misdemeanor Arrest Stats
Michael Phelps doesn't need to apologize
BY TONY NEWMAN — Thursday, February 5th, 2009 ‘New York Newsday’

One report found that between 1998 and 2007, New WoCity police arrested 374,900 people for low-
level, misdemeanor marijuana offenses.

That's more than eight times the number of arreston the same charges for the previous 10-year
period.

Researchers also found stark racial disparities inwhich NYPD officers arrested for marijuana
offenses, with Latinos and African-Americans beingcharged far more often, despite equal use of the
drug between whites and nonwhites.

Tony Newman is the director of media relations athie Drug Policy Alliance




FDNY To Choose Between Cuts In Staff, Firehouses

By: Amanda Farinacci — Friday, January 30th, 20914 pm EST ‘NY 1 News’

NY1 acquired an internal memo from the city Fire Dgartment, written by Chief of Department Salvatore
Cassanao fire officials’ just hours after Mayor Michael Bloomberglelivered his so-called "doomsday" city
budget Friday. Cassano writes very starkly, "The nas for the Fire Department is not good."

The memo says four fire companies that already havbeen closed at night will close completely by Julg.
Another seven fire companies will be disbanded an80 ambulance tours will be eliminated by July 1. Y
another five fire companies will be disbanded on Jauary 1, 2010. Fire investigations also will sufferThe
department plans to eliminate 27 fire marshal jobsnd five supervisors through attrition.

In his budget address, the mayor did not go into anof those details, but he offered this alternativéo
closing the 16 companies. "We think a better solutin, and one we will work with the firefighters'
union is, to go from the six-person manning on 64ngines, go from five firefighters to four firefighters.
Of the 197 fire engines that operate all over theity, 64 of them have five firefighters instead of dur,
as required under the union contract agreement

Uniformed Firefighters Association President Stevé&assidy did not tell NY1 that he would not compromnse on
the issue, but he did stress the importance of hag five firefighters.

"Manning is critically important to us, and | don't see a scenario where we say that manning doesn'atter, because we
know it does," said Cassidy. "So I'm willing to ligen to what they have to say, but | know how strong we feel about
manning. Any reduction in manning will compromise fre safety and public safety."

The companies now staffed with five firefighters peengine are located in neighborhoods where most bddings
do not have elevators, and the additional manpoweras been considered crucial to stretching a hosed to get
water on the fire. Uniformed Fire Officers Associaion President Jack McDonnell says FDNY will be fored to
change how it operates

"Standard operating procedures will have to be drasically changed. Upon the confirmation of smoke ora
confirmed fire, they're going to have to ask for mee companies, very quickly, don't delay,' said McDanell.
Both fire union presidents say they plan to meet wh the mayor in coming days to talk about the propeed
budget, and come up with ways to save money withoatosing companies or reducing staffing.

By Thomas Zambito — Thursday, January 15th, 200@ ‘Wew York Daily News’

An NYPD sergeant pleaded guilty Wednesday to tapp@into a criminal database to help a friend who

was embroiled in a custody battle. Haytham Khalil,34, faces up to a year in prison when he is
sentenced in April for illegally accessing a natioal database that's supposed to be off-limits to
everyone but law enforcement agencies.

Khalil tried to help his friend prove that her ex was on an FBI terrorist watch list, authorities said
Manhattan federal prosecutors said the eight-year @teran from Brooklyn had a fellow officer use an
NYPD computer to check the terror list from the Naional Crime Information Center database. Khalil
was caught after the woman gave her lawyer a copyf the watch list so he could use it to win her
custody battle in Canada.
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Contact: Kawika Riley (Veterans’ Affairs) (202) 224-9126

VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS GIVE UNANIMOUS SUPPORT FOR A DVANCE
FUNDING OF VETERANS' HEALTH CARE

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today U.S. Senator Daniel K. Akaka (D-HI), Chairmanof the Veterans’
Affairs Committee, gathered six top national veteras’ service organizations at a hearing to discuss
their priorities for the new Congress. Committee nembers and the witnesses from the veterans’
groups discussed a number of important issues faa@nAmerica’s veterans, from the backlog on
benefits claims to timely implementation of the newsl Bill.

The witnesses were unanimous in their support forelgislation to fund veterans’ health care one-year
ahead of the regular appropriations process, as praded for in the Veterans Health Care Budget
Reform Act of 2008, introduced by Chairman Akaka wth bipartisan support in the previous

Congress Senator Akaka signaled his intention to reintroducethe legislation: “VA operates the

largest health care system in the nation, but itsuhding is unpredictable and often untimely. 1| join

President Obama, Secretary Shinseki, the veterangirganizations and many others in calling for
advance funding for veterans’ health care. | lookforward to working for its passage in this

Congress,” said Akaka. Testimony from Veterans Orgnizations on Advance Funding

The American Legionr “...The American Legion and its colleagues noworemend an
alternative to mandatory funding — advance appatipns. The American Legion believes
this change would assure timeliness and predidiabil

Disabled American Veterans “Introduction and passage of the Veterans' He&are
Budget Reform Act in the 111th Congress would askli®AV’s highest priority in VA
health care.”

Irag_and Afghanistan Veterans of America— “The best way to ensure timely funding of veterans’
health care is to fully fund the Department of Veteans’ Affairs’ (VA) health care budget one year in
advance.”

Paralyzed Veterans of America— “Historically, advance appropriations have been use to make a
program function more effectively, better align with funding cycles of program receipts, or provide
insulation from annual partisan political maneuvering.”

Veterans of Foreign Wars— “VFW urges funding for the Department of Veterans Afairs to be
sufficient, predictable and timely, ending the trem of the last decade wherein VA’s budget has been
delivered months late.”

Vietnam Veterans of America— “We believe that Advance Appropriations will solve many of the
problems encountered by the VHA, and will enable verans’ health care to realize a predictable,
reliable, and sufficient and perhaps most important timely funding stream.” Chairman Akaka'’s full
statement and links to the witness’s statements asesailable by clicking here
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Wacko stabs cop in eye in Queens

(101 Precinct Sgt. Timothy Smith)
BY ALISON GENDAR - Friday, January 16th, 2009 ‘TRew York Daily News’

A city police sergeant was stabbed in the eye Thutay night when he tried to subdue an emotionally
disturbed man in Queens, police said. Sgt. Timothymith, 35, was taken to Bellevue Hospital in
Manhattan after being sliced under the left eye wh a switchblade, sources said.

Smith and another officer answered a 6:15 p.m. catif a mentally ill man acting erratically on Collier
Ave. Meil Perreira, 33, tried to escape police byunning into a bedroom, sources said. Smith fired a
Taser as Perreira burst through the door, but Perr@a still managed to stab Smith in the face and cut
another officer in the hand. Smith was taken to Jaraica Hospital and then transferred to Bellevue.
Perreira was taken into custody and was transportedo St. John's Queens Hospital for evaluation.

Late last night, doctors were uncertain if they cold save the eye of Sgt. Timothy Smith, an 11-year
NYPD veteran. Three other officers were also injurd in the fracas.

Smith and several fellow officers from the 101st Ricinctresponded to a 911 call from the man's
family shortly after 6 p.m., law-enforcement source said.

When they arrived at the home on Collier Avenue inFar Rockaway, the 33-year-old man came
charging out from the back yard brandishing a huntng knife. As the cops tried to grab the deranged
man, he allegedly stabbed the sergeant in the ledye. "We believe [Smith] was twisting away from the
knife," a law-enforcement source said.

The stabber cut two other officers, one in the handnd one on the arm, police said. The fourth injurd
officer was bitten. Smith, married with no children, was taken to Jamaica Hospital along with another
officer. Both were in stable condition. The otherwo injured cops were treated at the scene. Smith wsa
later transferred to Bellevue. The man who stabbedhe officers was taken to St. John's Episcopal
Hospital for evaluation.

Kerik asks judge to dismiss charges
By: Timothy O'Connor — Wednesday, February 4th,20he Journal News' / White Plains, NY

The central charges in the case against former NeWork City Police Commissioner Bernard Kerik

might depend more on when he's alleged to have brek the law than whether he broke it. Kerik's
lawyer asked a federal judge yesterday to dismis$é public corruption charges against Kerik, 53,
saying that the five-year statute of limitations hd expired on the alleged crimes. "The government &
simply stretched too far in bringing this indictment,” said Barry Berke, Kerik's lawyer during a

three-hour hearing before U.S. District Judge Stepdén C. Robinson.
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The History and Information about the NYPD Part 2

(Continued from last issue)

WHEN DID THE NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT START ?

When the High Constable of New York City, Jacob Hay s retired from service in 1844, permission
was granted by the Governor of the state to the May  or of the City to create a Police Department. A
force of approximately 800 men under the first Chie  f of Police, George W. Matsell, began to patrol
the City in July of 1845. They wore badges that had an eight-pointed star (representing the first 8
paid members of the old Watch during Dutch times). The badges had the seal of the City in their
center and were made of

stamped copper .

WHERE DID THE TERM "COPS" COME FROM?

When the first police force began to patrol in the summer of 1845, they only badges on their civilian

clothing. The badges were 8 pointed stars with the seal of the City at the center and were made of
stamped copper. The newspapers of the time referred to the new force as the "Star Police" but
people seeing the shiny copper shields began to cal | the new force.

"Coppers" which was later shortened to "Cops."

There is also a British police term; Constable On P atrol which may account

for the term "cops" in England as well

WHY ARE THERE GREEN LIGHTS OUTSIDE THE ENTRANCES OF POLICE PRECINCT BUILDINGS?

It is believed that the Rattle Watchmen, who patrol led New Amsterdam in the 1650's, carried
lanterns at night with green glass sides in them as a means of identification. When the Watchmen
returned to the watch house after patrol, they hung their lantern on a hook by the front door to show
people seeking the watchman that he was in the watc  h house. Today, green lights are hung outside
the entrances of Police Precincts as a symbol that the "Watch" is present and vigilant.

WHEN DID POLICE OFFICERS START USING WHISTLES?

Whistles began to be used because police officers n  eeded a way to signal other officers on near-by
posts. Carved wooden whistles were used as early as 1854, and by 1860, the "pea" whistle (a cast
lead casing with a small dried pea inside to give a "warble" sound) was in use. Up until that time,
signaling was done by hitting a curbstone, wall or ash can lid with the nightstick, or even firing off a
pistol shot. Around 1889, the tubular whistle used by the British "Bobbies" came into use by the
N.Y.P.D. because it was very loud and had a distinc  tive sound. The tubular whistle was retired from
Department use in 1959 because improved electronic communications available to police officers
made it unnecessary. However, the "traffic" whistle was retained in service and is the one and only
whistle used by the N.Y.P.

WHY ARE "NIGHT- STICKS" CALLED BY THAT NAME?

Police Officers used to carry two kinds of sticks o r batons. The first was called a day-stick and was
approximately 11 inches long. The second was called a night-stick and was approximately 26 inches long
Both sticks were made of wood, typically oak or mah ogany, and had a leather thong or lanyard throught he
handle so that it could be carried or hung from the officer's hand while on patrol. The night-stick wa s longer
because it afforded extra protection when carried by officers at night. Today the night stick is carri ed by
officers on all tours. Continue next issue
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Community Board 1 approves police station

(Staten Island's 121 Precinct)
By KIAWANA RICH — Wednesday, January 14th, 2009 ér&taten Island Advance’

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- Community Board 1 gave its bessing last night for a new police station in
Graniteville. The full board approved the proposal for a new 121st Police Precinctduring their
meeting in All Saints Episcopal Church, Willowbrook

However, there is a catch. The Board requested aigtilation that additional parking spaces be
committed to the project. The new 48,800-square-foosteel-colored building extends 700 feet along
Wilcox Avenue. Located at 970 Richmond Ave., the tei would accommodate as many as 400 officers
and include administrative spaces, locker rooms, shwer facilities, equipment storage and 109 officer
parking spaces.

While Fred Wilmers of Rafael Violy Architects touted the building's environmentally friendly
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED "silver" certification aspects, some
members of the public were not happy with the propsed five parking spaces for civilians.

"If it was a business, you would make sure we had0OD spots, but municipalities can build large
buildings and get away without a lot of spots,” comlained one resident. Other residents agreed
parking was limited and traffic would clog areas steets.

Responding to the complaints, Inspector Anthony Tia, the commanding officer of the NYPD's capital
construction unit, said, "We will address it and wewill increase the number of public parking
spaces."

NYPD Marijuana Misdemeanor Arrest Stats

Michael Phelps doesn't need to apologize
BY TONY NEWMAN — Thursday, February 5th, 2009 ‘New York Newsday’

One report found that between 1998 and 2007, New WoCity police arrested 374,900 people for low-
level, misdemeanor marijuana offenses. That's moréhan eight times the number of arrests on the
same charges for the previous 10-year period.

Researchers also found stark racial disparities irwhom NYPD officers arrested for marijuana
offenses, with Latinos and African-Americans beingcharged far more often, despite equal use of the
drug between whites and nonwhites. Tony Newman id¢ director of media relations at the Drug
Policy Alliance.
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The New York Police Department football squad that spawned a
national league

BY BOB MARTIN Special to Newsday

Det. John Comer'sday starts early. As a member of the NYPD's Queens  Warrant Squad, his
job is to track down and arrest the "badest of the bad" -- violent felons who are on the run.
The squad's M.O. is to go out in the wee hours, hop  ing to catch its prey asleep in bed

The sound of police banging on the door at 4 a.m. ¢ ould scare even the toughest con.
Opening the door to see Comer could make a career ¢ riminal go straight. He's a big man, 6-
foot-5 and tipping the scales at 330 pounds -- he looks like a Coke machine with a head.
The Marine buzz cut does nothing to soften thisima  ge.

Comer can be surprisingly gentle if the target goes along with the program, but when
opting for fight or flight, suspects soon discover that the big guy is bear strong and gazelle
quick. He's a former first baseman in the Atlanta B raves organization

When Comer's day as a detective ends, his stint as a member of the New York's Finest Football Club begins. A senior
member of the team, Comer, 42, held down the right offensive tackle spot for 14 ye ars. The rivalry begins. The
team originated in 1973for a onetime game between the NYPD and the New York City Fire Department . Cops
and firefighters had been playing together for years on the Brooklyn Mariners semipro team. At the close of a
successful 1972 season, Joe Loughran, a cop, and Mariners head coach Robert "Pudgy” Walsh, a fireman , were
having a discussion over a few beers as to which group had contributed most to the team's success. When the talks
grew heated, it was agreed that there was only one way to settle the argument, a game: cops versus firemen .

Because the Mariners played a regular fall football season, it was decided the game would be played in the spring.
That first contest, dubbed the Fun City Bowl, was played on May 11, 1973, in front of a standing-room-only crowd at
Brooklyn's Midwood Field. The "Finest" came away with a hard-fought 21-20 victory, and a fierce rivalry and
yearly tradition was born.

The Finest began to look for other teams to play and added two memorable contests in 1976. They opened the
season on April 10 with a game against the inmates from New York's Green Haven prison , straight out of the Burt
Reynolds movie "The Longest Yard."

The game was played at Hofstra Stadium and marked what is believed to be the first sports contest in the state for
prison inmates outside of a correctional facility, with the field patrolled by uniformed correction officers carrying fully

loaded shotguns. Green Haven's starting quarterback was the infamous M , then
serving time for a 1971 robbery and shootout with the ~ NYPD. Before the game, Finest head coach Joe
Loughran was approached by Corrections Commissioner Benjamin Ward, a former NYPD deputy
commissioner and future police Commissioner. "Coach,” Ward announced, "you know | was
NYPD. I'm going to have my guys take it easy on your team. We won't run up the score and
embarrass you

" Ward believed, as did many others, that there was n 0 way that the cops, practicing three
days a week on their own time, could compete witht  he inmates, who had unlimited time to
practice and lift weights. Loughran thanked the commissioner for his kindness and let th e

Finest know of these remarks in his pre-game pep talk. As if the cops needed more
incentive. The "Longest Yard" inmates beat up on th e guards, but this was not a movie. The
cops gave the cons a lesson in teamwork and discipl ine;

Continue next page
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final score Finest 34, Inmates 6. The team's next game was its first road trip, trave ling to
Georgia where it defeated the Atlanta P.D. 7-6 ina  driving rainstorm

A league of its own. Those first games spawned the National Public Safety Football League,
now composed of 20 teams _, police and firefighters from departments across t he country.
The league was formed in 1997 and the first nationa | championship was held in 1998. The
NYPD took that first title and has repeated that feat f  ive times.

Members of the team practice and play on their own time, many traveling great distances to
reach the team'’s training facility at Brooklyn's Er asmus Hall High School field. Three days a
week, January to June, they endure grueling three-h  our workouts -- full equipment, full
contact.

Fifteen members of the team were among the initial responders to the World Trade Center
that fateful morning of Sept. 11, 2001

Still, they consider themselves blessed; they were not among the 23 NYPD members who
made the ultimate sacrifice that day. Those officer s, along with 37 Port Authority cops
three New York State court officers and one FBI age  nt, gave their lives attempting to save
others.

The Fire Department suffered horrendous losses: 343 brave men ran into the Twin Towers,
never to return. The Bravest Football Team lost 22 members, eight active players and 14
alumni. Many doubted the Bravest would ever be able to field a team again -- but they must
have been unfamiliar with the can-do ethic and spir it of brotherhood of the FDNY .Eight
months later, the 30th Annual Fun City Bowl was hel  d -- a somber affair in Giants Stadium
Before the kickoff, the fallen Bravest players' fam ilies were brought, one by one, onto the
field, escorted by members of both teams. They were then presented with a bouquet of
roses and a framed Bravest game jersey bearing thei _ r loved one's former uniform number
Irish tenor Ronan Tynan sang the National Anthem an  d "The Town | Loved So Well." By
kickoff the players and fans were emotionally drain ed.

The game seemed almost an afterthought; the cops won, but the usual thrill of victory was
tempered that day. It would take another year for things to return to normal, or as normal as
anything would ever get after 9/11.

Tradition reigns. The Finest Football Club has completed its 36th year . What is it that drives
these men, some in their 40s, to make the sacrifices required to play on this team? Being an
NYPD cop is a tough enough job without the five-month, practice schedule. Ask them why they
play and the same themes come up again and again: comradeship, love of the game, the
feeling of family, a chance to blow off steam, and to continue the tradition begun in 1973

George Burke is a 6-foot-2, 275-pound linebacker who played ahe C.W. Post Campus of Long
Island University, where he was last year inducteéhto the school's athletic Hall of Fame. Starting Is
11th season with the Finest, he smiles and explairidMy dad was a cop in the 75th Precinctl am very
proud to have followed him on to the job, but | ameven prouder to be a member of this team.”
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Accountant in 'mafia cops' case to be sentenced

The 'Quid Pro Quo' in the Louis Eppolito, Stephen C  aracappa Case
Unnamed Author (The Associated Press) — Tuesddyubey 3rd, 2009; 7:46 AM

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. - A Connecticut accountant who tstified against two former New York City
detectives convicted of carrying out hits for the mab faces sentencing for ripping off more than $5
million from his clients.

Stephen Corso of Ridgefield is set to appear in Bigeport federal court Tuesday afternoon. Corso
was an important government witness against the dettives, Louis Eppolito and Stephen Caracappa,
who were accused of participating in eight mob-relid killings while working for the Luchese crime
family,. A New York jury found the pair guilty in 2 006, but a judge dismissed their racketeering case.
A federal appeals court later reinstated the verdit Prosecutors argued the murders were part of a
conspiracy that lasted through a 2005 drug deal wit Corso, who was an FBI informant.
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